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From Fr Russell’s Desk… 

Welcome to the Year of the Dog! 
 
The beginning of a New Year is a time for making 

resolutions. We are lucky in Hong Kong in having two 

such occasions, so that if we fall at the first fence – on 2 

January! – we can try again a few weeks later at the 

Chinese New Year. If you have forgotten what good 

resolutions you made at the start of the civil year – or 

forgotten whether or not you even made such, you are 

now being presented with a second opportunity. So welcome to the Year of the Dog. 

I love dogs. Especially the larger breeds – like golden retrievers. In my pre-Jesuit 

existence we always kept a dog at home. I find it hard to understand why it is 

especially insulting to call another person a dog. The Jews called Gentiles dogs. Even 

Christ our Lord followed this usage when he encountered the Syro-phoenician 

woman whose daughter was afflicted with an evil spirit. What have dogs done to 

deserve this? They are surely the most affectionate and loyal of animals. If you are 

looking for affection, then go and get yourself a dog! They are intelligent too. They 

can be trained to do amazing things. Not only can they sniff out drugs, but – 

according to a recent report – they can be taught to detect bundles of (illegal) money 

being smuggled into or out of a country. Blind people find them indispensable. 

What I find most endearing about dogs is their forgiving nature. Slap a dog. It does 

not slink away in a sulk. It returns immediately, its tail wagging. Perhaps if we’re 

searching for one of those good New Year resolutions we might remember this canine 

trait and resolve to be more forgiving during this coming Year of the Dog in imitation 

of man’s best friend. 

 (Fr John Russell has been spiritual director of the Catholic Women’s League since 1991.) 
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At our annual AGM: Oct 19, 2017 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Our annual AGM was held on 19 October 2017 on the 18th floor of the 

Catholic Centre. Our executive committee continues to be the same 

while we welcome Anita Stevenson on board. President Maria Chu 

gave us the highlights of the year and our plans for the year ahead with 

a clever use of emojis, while treasurer Irene Chen gave us a rundown of 

the year’s financials. 

Also at the Oct 19 potluck:  From L to R, Paulette Santos, Mercy Tham, 

Irene Chen and Angelina Chow speak about their pilgrimage to Poland 

Nancy Tang, 

Madeleine  

Wu and 

Mary Wa 

regale the 

October 

birthday 

girls 
Our auditors Daisy Cheung, John Tam 
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(Here is the text of CWL President Maria Chu’s welcome speech at our 80th anniversary celebrations held on Nov 17, 2017.) 
 
The Most Reverend Bishop Michael Yeung, Fr. Russell, Fr. Lawrence, Fr. 
Michael, Fr. Terrence, Fr. Lim and Fr. Lino, 
Ladies and gentlemen, Honoured guests, dear members and friends: 
 
It is my privilege and honour to warmly welcome you here today to celebrate 
the 80th Anniversary of the Catholic Women’s League.  I am immensely 
humbled to stand here and speak on behalf of a legacy of 80 years of faith, love 
and service.  By the grace of God, the Catholic Women’s League has completed 
numerous missions to serve the needy, the marginalised, the elderly, the 
handicapped, the sick, and the underprivileged children in Hong Kong since it 
was founded in 1937.  
Today on our 80th birthday we gather here to give thanks to our Lord for all 
His abundant blessings. We thank God for the heart, the passion, and the health to serve; for the remarkable contributions 

of our members, past and present; for the generosity of benefactors, 
families and friends, and for all the beneficiaries who have helped us grow 
in humility and compassion.  
  
Indeed this is a thanksgiving celebration of God’s love and we are most 
joyful that you are here to celebrate with us.  
  
Last but not least, we thank God for his two most precious gifts to us. 
Without them, we would not have developed a passionate love for charity 
and service. Fr. Fergus Cronin, our Spiritual Director from the beginning 
to 1990, and Fr. John Russell, our Spiritual Director since 1991.  Fr. 
Cronin was not only the shepherd of CWL but also the chief engineer 
who helped build a solid foundation of dedicated Catholic women to 

serve Hong Kong through its most difficult times.  
Fr. Russell, our mentor, teacher, confessor, and friend of the past 26 years, who has spent 4 hours per week, 208 hours per 
year, and a total of 5,408 hours with us. We all have our love story with Fr. Russell who himself is a love story of 
God.  Thank you, Father, for being with us, and we need your continuous guidance till our anniversary celebration.  
  
May the Lord bless all of you with health, faith, joy and peace. Thank you. Maria Chu 
 

Best wishes from Elisabeth Jeaffreson 
I became a member of the CWL somewhere in the middle of the 1970’s and, in all the remaining years of my life in Hong 
Kong, the association has played a very important role in my life.  

Firstly, I have immensely enjoyed taking part in all the activities of the League, whether spiritual or for charity. I have 
valued our Thursday masses and I have found a lot of comfort in the fact of being able to pray together. I always found my 
spirit was particularly elevated when we did the stations of the cross at the Trappist Monastery at Lantau.  

I have also enjoyed taking part in meaningful activities like the annual sale – all those years of making marmalade and 
Christmas puddings !!... and taking care of the tea stall!! –, with the feeling that, together with the other members, we were 
doing something important for our community, like helping people in need, and encouraging the students to improve their 
capacities.  

But just as important to me have been the deep and long-lasting friendships I have made with the other members of the 
League, and I will never forget the meetings and the lunches we had together. I really am so grateful for the wonderful 
moments I have had with all the members of the League, and for all the help and support which, towards the end of my 
years in Hong Kong, I received from a lot of the members. I am also deeply grateful to our dear Father Russell for being 
such a marvellous spiritual guide. So I wish you all a wonderful 80th anniversary and may God bless each and every one of 
you. I hold you all close to my heart and I pray each day for everyone and ask Our Lord to grant you all the grace which 
you may need. 

(Elisabeth has been a CWL member since the 70s and now lives in Paris.) 

 

Celebrating our glorious 80!  
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Thanksgiving Mass  
CWL celebrated its 80th anniversary on 17 November 2017. The evening began with a Thanksgiving mass at the Cathedral 
concelebrated by Bishop Michael Yeung, Fr John Russell, Fr Lawrence Lee, Fr Dominic Chan, Fr Michael Cuddigan and Fr 
Terrence Mascarenhas. About 100 guests attended the event that included members, benefactors, beneficiaries, students and 

friends. This was followed by a tea reception at the Caritas Community Hall. 
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An evening of good memories to cherish 
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On a cloudy day in late November last year, Paulette Santos, Anita Stevenson, 
Catherine Wong and I went to Sing Yin Secondary School in Kwun Tong, 
Kowloon to attend their annual prize-giving ceremony.  CWL has been giving 
scholarships/grants to the school for a number of years. 
 
When we arrived at the administration building, the school Principal, Mr. 
Wong Chi Keung, warmly received us.  As it was my first visit to the school, 
Mr Wong gave us a brief tour of the school. He started from the roof where we 
saw solar panels, a rooftop garden, solar-powered water heater which we 
learned were just a few among the many other energy-saving features the eco-
friendly school has installed.  Sing Yin is the proud recipient of the 15th Hong 
Kong Green School Gold Award in 2017.  It was named in 2013 as the 
Greenest School on Earth by the US Green Building Council. 
 
We were then introduced to the School Supervisor, Rev. Johnson Dhos, SVD, 
and a group photo was taken with some of the other guests. We headed towards the school auditorium where the ceremony 
was held. The program started with an opening prayer and address by the Supervisor, followed by the address by the guest 
of honor, Ms. Grace Law. It was then followed by the presentation of Outstanding Alumni Award and Staff Service 
Award. The staff service awards were given to 4 persons who have served the school for about 20 to 30 years. Mr. Wong 
was one of the recipients; he has been with the school for over 30 years. Guests were then presented with souvenirs. I was 
given a Thank You certificate and a pen as a souvenir. We know that the Thank You certificate was their way of showing 
appreciation towards CWL for which I was merely a representative.  
 
The program moved on to the presentation of scholarship awards. There are about 15 different donors/types of 
scholarships. Each scholarship varies in the number of recipients, ranging from 1 to 51. Altogether there were 113 
scholarships given in 2017 with a wide variety of awards ranging from language, sports, social services and mathematics to 
outstanding achievements in internal examination and extracurricular activities.   
 
CWL gave 10 grants of $2,500 each to students who have shown marked progress in the past year. Two students each from 
F1 to F5 were selected. I had the honour to give out the envelope to each student who came up on the stage to receive it.   
They were all very nervous and reserved but I am sure they felt proud receiving an award in front of their teachers, 

classmates and a whole auditorium filled with students. I believe that 
the award acts as a form of encouragement for the students to attain 
and maintain high standards. 
 
Though we did not stay through the whole ceremony, however, from 
the program I noted that a good variety of awards were presented to 
students in recognition of a wide spectrum of areas: from language, to 
science, music, sports, to participation in inter-school and 
international competitions both individually and through team effort.  
It is easy to see that Sing Yin is a very progressive and balanced 
school, one which encourages students to challenge themselves by 
broadening their experiences through both academics and 

extracurricular activities. By Irene Chen 
 

Lent is the perfect time to ‘come home’ : Pope Francis 

Vatican City.- At Mass for Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis invited everyone to live the 40 days of Lent as a time to “pause” 
from things which keep us from virtue and to return home to the loving and merciful embrace of God the Father. 

“Return without fear to those outstretched, eager arms of your Father, who is rich in mercy, who awaits you. Return 
without fear, for this is the favourable time to come home,” the Pope said on February 14. (CNA) 

 

Sing Yin School: Rewards for achievers 
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Spreading the Christmas Cheer  
 

On December 21, 2017, about 

45 CWL members gathered on 

the 18th floor of the Catholic 

Centre to celebrate Christmas. 

After members enjoyed the 

delectable Christmas feast 

replete with turkey and ham, 

they participated in carol 

singing and dancing, a fun 

lucky draw and Christmas 

Bingo. It was an afternoon of 

much merry-making.  
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BIRTHDAY 

CHEER 

 

 

Sept: Joyce, Mary 

Wa, Nene and Cora 

 

Oct: Agnes 

and Anita 

 

Nov & Dec: Pauline, 

Elaine, Salween, Joanna, 

Teresa 

 

Jan: Lola, 

Katherine 

 

‘Tis the season of sharing and caring 

 
The Caritas Integrated Family Service Centre of Shek Wai Kok Estate in 
Tsuen Wan East invited CWL Committee members to their Christmas party 
last December. Angelina, Dolores and I were the lucky members who were 
there to join in this warm and happy gathering of the elderly, parents and 
children. We helped the parents and children in dishing out and serving the 
delicious healthy lunch to the 45 elderly attendants. The children also gave an 
entertaining performance of songs that were enjoyed by all. We were very 
touched to witness and share the joy of giving in this gathering of children, 
parents and the elderly.  
 
Michael Ip (the person in-charge of the Centre) and Esther Lam, both very 
dedicated social welfare officers showed us around and elaborated on the 
facilities offered to the elderly, the children and family.  
 
By Anita Stevenson 
 

 

 

 

 


