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From Fr Russell’s Desk… 
The Divine Pity 

If  we think of  God as moved with pity and 
compassion for us his children, must we not 
also wonder if  he is moved by other emotions 
as well? The Old Testament speaks often of  
the wrath of  God. The wicked were warned 
of  the punishments God has in store for the 
unrepentant.  

The same divine lips uttered the invitation: 
come to me all who labour and are heavy burdened, 
as well as the dread words: depart from me you 
workers of  iniquity. Can God look out of  his 
heaven and see what is going on today, say, in 
Syria or Iraq, and not be moved, on the one 
hand with immense pity for the victims of  
violence and injustice, and on the other with 
great rage at those responsible for so much 
cruelty and destruction? 

If  we cannot remain unmoved by the poverty and hunger we sometimes see portrayed 
so graphically on our television screens, the swollen bellies, matchstick-limbs and fly-
filled eyes of  children in some African country brought about not just by drought but 
also by civil war, corruption and unjust trading relations with richer nations - if  we 
cannot remain unmoved whose sense of  pity and compassion is only a dim reflection 
of  the divine pity, can we believe that the Lord God remains unmoved? If  man’s 
inhumanity to man makes thousands mourn in unnecessary conflicts, man’s 
inhumanity to children must cry out to heaven for vengeance.  

The heart of  Jesus is all gentleness towards those who love and repent; but it was that 
same heart that blazed with anger and with a whip drove the merchants out of  the 
temple; the same heart that loved the rich young man, yet refused, by a lowering of  
demands to keep him as his follower.  

The heart of  Jesus is kind and compassionate, but also strong and challenging. It is a 
heart that abhors cruelty and injustice. It is a heart that loves us, and because he does, 
pays us the compliment of  treating us as responsible adults: responsible for the good 
we do, but also answerable for the evil we do and the good we fail to do. May the Lord 
in his goodness, have mercy on us and on all mankind. 

(Fr John Russell has been spiritual director of  the Catholic Women’s League since 1991.) 
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CWL Raffle 2017: A show of fellowship 

	
Apr 22: The opening day of the 

Raffle sales. Posters adorn the 

entrance of the Cathedral 

	
April 22, 23 : Cathedral of 

the Immaculate Conception 
	

April 22, 23: St Francis of Assisi 

	
Apri 29, 30: St Antony’s Church 

	
April 29, 30 : Our Lady      

of Lourdes 

	
April 30: St Ignatius Church 

	

May 6, 7: St Anne’s Church 

	
May 6, 7: Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel   

	
May 20, 21: St Andrew’s Church 

	

May 28: Ricci Hall 

	
June 11: St Bonaventure Church 

	
	

	
	

May 27,28: Our Lady Queen of Angels 

June 4: St Francis,        

Ma On Shan 

May 27, 28: St Teresa’s Church 
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12:50 pm, June 15, 2017. After Fr. Russell inspected the three sets of wooden number balls that would go into the three 
golden drums, our Annual Raffle Draw began. About 35 members were present on the 9th floor of the Diocesan Pastoral 
Centre, Caine Road to witness the exciting moment. We were going to draw 25 winning numbers out of the 59,600 tickets 
sold. This amounted to a whopping $596,000. We have only the Lord to thank for helping us achieve such a feat. 
  
CWL Raffle 2017 was not just about selling tickets at 33 parishes spread across the islands over eight weekends beginning 
April 22. It was the result of a lot of goodwill, teamwork and support from friends, students and fellow parishioners.  
 
The Lord’s blessings came to us in different ways and through so many people. And it buoyed us with the energy and 
enthusiasm that we needed. A long-time CWL member mentioned how she cherished the fellowship with members: selling 
tickets, eating Sunday lunch together for eight consecutive weeks. 
 
We thank the Lord for holding back the rain and storm and making the weather favourable for us too. The team spirit and 
fellowship was overwhelming. It gave us the passion and drive to go to the various parishes all over Hong Kong, Kowloon 
and the New Territories. We were filled with joy as we counted the money and packed up the sold ticket stubs after each 
session.  
 
Don’t the pictures say it all. We couldn’t have achieved our goal without the dedication of our members who were so 
willing to help out every weekend.  At some of the bigger parishes we were helped by student volunteers. At St Francis 
Church, Ma On Shan where we went to sell tickets for the first time this year and some other parishes too, we were 
delighted to get help from volunteer parishioners. And thanks to their support, we were able to sell an impressive number of 
tickets. 
 
We would also like to thank all the parishes that gave us permission to sell tickets. A highlight of our ticket-selling this year 
was the special announcements made by priests during the masses, exhorting parishioners to support the Raffle and the 
good cause we use it for. Many of them bought raffle booklets too. At St Anne’s, St Andrew’s Church and Christ the King 
Church, ticket sales were significantly higher because priests urged parishioners to buy tickets at the end of every mass. We 
were touched not only by their generosity but also by their genuine belief in what we do. 
 
Last but not least, we thank all the donors, friends and relatives for their generous support for our annual CWL Raffle. May 
the Lord bless them with good health and prosperity and may He also bless our beneficiaries, especially the needy students 
whom we support through our yearly tutorial program.   By Maria Chu 

 

The Day of the Draw 
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                ‘Touching the intangible, living the ineffable’ 
His Holiness Pope Francis visited Portugal on 12,13 May 2017 to be part of the 
centennial celebrations of the First Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima, following an 
invitation by the President of the Republic and the Portuguese Conference of Bishops. 
The Argentinian Pope known for his simplicity had insisted that he would come as a 
pilgrim to Fatima. I had the grace to be one of the pilgrims, on that happy occasion. 

On 12 May 2017 (Friday), Pope Francis arrived from Rome landing at the Air Force 
base of Monte Real at 16:20. The official welcome ceremony was held there which 
was followed by a private meeting with the Portuguese President. 

At 17:15 of the same day, the Pope landed in a helicopter at the stadium of Fatima 
from where he drove to the Shrine in a car around 17:40. Once he passed through the 
crowds of people, cheers and camera flashes were everywhere. 

The Pope then reached the little chapel of the apparitions and prayed in silence. 
Then I witnessed a historic event: the moment in which Pope Francis personally 
conferred the "Golden Rose" - one of the most ancient distinctions of the Holy See 
dating to the Middle Ages- to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima.  

It was a distinction given in the past to emperors, kings and queens, and now only to 
important Shrines and Basilicas. The Pope seldom presents it personally as he had 
done at Fatima, because he usually sends the "Golden Rose" from Rome. The Shrine 
had received this distinction before from Pope Paul VI and Pope Benedict XVI. All 
the crowd clapped and cheered at the sight. 

There was a Candle Procession at the Shrine that evening which was very impressive. 
Everyone was carrying a candle. The sea of people waved their lit candles, and prayed and sang in the middle of the night. 
Many of them followed the statue of Our Lady in the procession. A million pilgrims were united in prayers, one heart and 
one soul to Our Lady. 

On 13 May (Saturday), the Pope met the Portuguese Prime Minister and afterwards arrived at the Basilica of Our Lady of 
the Rosary of Fatima. The mass started at 10:00 am. Early in the morning, the weather was hot and sunny. During the 
mass, Pope Francis canonized Francisco and Jacinta Marto. They were the two shepherd children who saw Our Lady at 
that same spot exactly one hundred years ago and were beatified by Pope John Paul II on 13 May 2000. 

It’s a pity that I don’t understand Portuguese but I noticed that while the weather 
was hot and sunny, when Pope Francis read the Canonization formula mentioning 
the names of the two shepherds, the clouds shadowed the sun, making it less sunny 
and hot. Gentle breeze blew over the crowds of people and the weather became 
more comfortable.  It seemed that the Holy Spirit had rested upon us. Surprisingly 
when the Pope finished reading the Canonisation formula, the sun came out again.  

At the end of the mass, many bishops and priests went into the crowd and 
distributed the Eucharist. I felt very blessed to receive Holy Communion there. 
Over a million pilgrims attended the Pope’s mass and ceremonies at Fatima those 
two days. Since the size of the Square was very big, huge screens were put up 
everywhere to broadcast the ceremonies so that pilgrims could watch from afar. 

It was definitely divine grace that the weather was fine and without rain in the 
presence of the Pope, or else it would have been inconvenient and perhaps 
dangerous for the millions of pilgrims in the uncovered Square. Praise to Our Lady 
because there was no ISIS attack on the shrine although there were rumours 
everywhere. That morning I took some sacred objects to be blessed by the Pope. 
They shall remain with me as a tangible memory of what remains mainly intangible 

and ineffable which is what I saw and lived in the company of our Blessed Mother in 
those two blessed days.   By Cecily Tam 

	

	
Pilgrims noticed the weather 

cooling down as Pope Francis 

read the Canonization formula 

 

Centennial celebrations at Fatima 
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Sister Lucia wrote a booklet ‘How I see the Message’ in June 2006.  She states the message is more “a new light to shine in 

the midst of  the errors of  atheism”, so that the light of  faith will not be extinguished but will continue to shine in the hearts 

of  the elect. Sr Lucia said that our Heavenly Mother visited us in 1917 to establish her altar in Fatima, to evangelize the 

whole world and to prevent atheism from extinguishing the light of  faith, hope and love. 

Sr Lucia shared what Our Lady asked her to do. “Are you willing to offer yourselves to 

God and to bear all the sufferings that He wills to send you, as an act of  reparation for 

the sins by which He is offended and of  the supplication for the conversion of    

sinners?” (p. 35).  This is something for each of  us to reflect on. Sr Lucia and the two 

little saints replied “Yes, we are willing”.  Mother Mary replied, “Then you are going 

to have much to suffer, but the grace of  God will be your comfort.” (p. 36).  Sr Lucia 

wrote “the Lord did not deceive us, nor did He fail to give us His grace, as Our Lady 

had promised.” 

While leaving them after the first apparition on 13 May 2017, she bid the three 

children to say the Rosary daily to obtain peace for the world and the end of  war. 

At the second apparition on 13 June 2017, Sr Lucia recalled that Mother Mary told 

them, “My Immaculate Heart will be your refuge and the way that will lead you to 

God.”  She said that at the front of  the palm of  Our Lady’s right hand was a heart 

encircled by thorns which pierced it.  We (the three children) understood this as the 

Immaculate Heart of  Mary, outraged by the sins of  humanity and seeking reparation.  

She explained the heart is the symbol of  love and pain, the receptacle of  mercy and 

pardon. Our Lady asked us to offer to God, prayers and sacrifices for the conversion of  

sinners. This powerful task of  charity to offer our sufferings and in unity with Christ, will 

bring sinners to follow a path of  peace, truth and justice. 

 To prevent atheism, wars and persecutions of  the Church, “I shall come to ask for the conversion of  Russia to my 

Immaculate Heart and the Communion of  Reparation on the First Saturdays”.  

 Conclusion:  1. The message of  Fatima is to sacrifice yourself  for sinners and say as many times as you can, “O Jesus, it is 

for love of  You, for the conversion of  sinners and in reparation for the sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of  

Mary”. 

2 Say the Rosary daily. 
3 Devotion to Immaculate Heart of  Mary on First Saturdays monthly, so that she will take us to Jesus. 
4 The Angel prepared the children three times: 

First (p.17), “My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love You.  I ask pardon for those who do not believe, do not 
adore, do not hope and do not love You”  
Second (p. 21), “Pray, pray very much.  The Hearts of  Jesus and Mary have designs of  mercy on you. Offer prayers 
and sacrifices constantly to the Most High.  
Third (p. 22), The prayer of  Reparation.  Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I adore You profoundly, 
and I offer You the most precious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of  Jesus Christ, present in all the Tabernacles of  
the world, in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges and indifference with which He himself  is offended. And 
through the Immaculate Heart of  Mary, I beg of  You the conversion of  poor sinners.  
 

A friend asked me what I gained from my pilgrimage to Fatima. I replied that I obtained the gift and grace to pray the 
rosary in the presence of  “refuge” of  Mother Mary.  Earlier I prayed the rosary with my mind reflecting the mysteries, 
trying to finish it, but now I pray with my mind and heart, as Mary helps me to feel the sorrows and pain of  her Son in the 
sorrowful mysteries, and the happiness and joy in the joyful and glorious mysteries.  I am more willing to pray for sinners 
(including myself) and to make reparation for others. I have a great change of  attitude.  By Joyce Chan 
 
(Prayers and quotes are taken from Sr Maria Lucia Feb 2006, The Message of  Fatima, Coimbra Carmel Fatima) 

	
Joyce talks about her visit 

to Fatima at the CWL 

potluck in May 

 

How I see the message: Sr Lucia 
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At 4pm on Saturday, 13 May 
2017, on the Centennial 
anniversary of  the apparition 
of  Our Lady of  Fatima, we 
lost Mary Isabel Chow, a long-
time member and former 
President of  CWL, and a dear 
friend to us all. 
 
Many of  us have come to 
know Mary as a friendly, kind 
and generous person. 
 
The tributes from members 
and friends who have known 
her for a long time, seem to 
echo in one voice that Mary was 
one who was faithful to Christ’s 
teachings; she loved her 
neighbors as herself. As only 
through loving our neighbors as ourselves can we truly say that we love God.   
Here are some of  the reflections on Mary’s life:  Mary was very devoted to the 
Blessed Mother and had organized the Cenacle once a month since 1997.  She was 
always zealous in responding to an appeal, be it monetarily or something which 
demanded her time.  

She was generous with her donations of  prizes for our Grand Raffle and Christmas 
Party every year.  A fellow CWL member recalls how Mary donated a piece of  
jewellery for a CWL raffle. She added, “Mary was kind, caring, generous, loyal, a 
genuinely good friend. There was not a mean bone in her body.”                             

Mary was compassionate and always came to the aid of  those experiencing 
hardships. She brought her culinary skills to potlucks and different festivals like 
Dragon Boat and Christmas season when she made and sold dumplings and 
Christmas cakes in order to help with our Charity Funds.  She was blessed with a 
lovely voice and sang at our Christmas parties.  

 All these have left an indelible memory in our mind. As a member said, “She was a 
model for all Christians - to serve others whom you get in touch with every day.  In 
Mary’s company, you always felt her warmth, her lovingness, and the true joy of  
heart.” 

A memorial service was held for Mary on 2 June 2017, at St Teresa’s Church, 
Kowloon. Her family members, close friends and priest friends spoke about Mary 
the mother, grandmother, friend and great catholic.  
 
We shall miss you dearly, Mary. You have set a good example of  true Christian spirit. 
May the Lord shine His face upon you and grant you eternal peace in His Kingdom.  
By Irene Chen 
---------------------- 
Teresa F Souza passed away at 5 am on 14 June 2017 after being ill for a few weeks. 
Teresa has been a life member of  CWL for over 40 years and a supporter of  our 
activities. She is one among three sisters and two brothers. She and her sister Rita 
help out at the Bingo at St Mary’s Home every month. Teresa has also donated and 
sold raffle tickets every year. Before her hearing failed her, she read the Shalom every 
Thursday. Her memorial service will be held on Thursday, 22 June at the Catholic 
Centre. Let us pray for the repose of  her soul. 

	

Celebrating Yvonne’s b’day 

on 6 April at Club Lusitano 

	
	

	

 

	

April: Lanyin Fletcher 

and Yvonne Tsui 

	

	

 

Remembering Mary Chow, Teresa 

 Mary and Teresa, you will always  

remain in our hearts. 

May: Joyce Lai and 

Rose Wu 

June birthdays will be 

celebrated at the July 20 

potluck 

BIRTHDAY 

CHEER 


